THE

CHIMNEY SWEEP
— EST. 2020 —

It’s sweeping the city!

MANAGER’S MESSAGE
It goes without saying that 2020 was a difficult year. Our community was challenged and changed in
many ways; and yet, I continually see the resilience of our community. Throughout our grievances and
hurt, we grew and we hoped. We found strength in our fellow man.
Forest City is resilient. Thank you to our employees, Explore Forest City Main Street Association, town
council, business owners, citizens and the countless others who went above and beyond in 2020, I am
hopeful that 2021 will be a brighter year and look forward to our continued growth in 2021.
-Janet H. Mason, Town Manager

EVENTS & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

2020

YEAR IN REVIEW

• Five new businesses opened within the city limits
• Transitioned to an online reservation system to provide carriage rides during the holiday season
• Hooper Builders began construction and completed the ﬁrst home in our town’s ﬁrst pocket
community, The Cottages at Twelve Oaks
• Provided each downtown restaurant with designated pickup areas for takeout orders to adhere
to COVID-19 safety guidelines
• Hosted the ﬁrst annual POPS Pumpkin Patch

ADMINISTRATION

PUBLIC WORKS

POLICE DEPARTMENT

FIRE DEPARTMENT

PARKS & RECREATION

LIBRARY

• Ten new full-time employees joined our team • Completed the Park Square Trailhead and Park • Numerous ofﬁcers were promoted and received
• Upgraded to a more user-friendly website
Square Fitness Center
various awards and certiﬁcations
• Maintained ﬁnancial stability and a balanced • FC resident Sterling Hunt donated bike repair • Held its annual Shop with a Cop, which helped
budget in spite of the COVID-19 pandemic
equipment and the remaining $1,100 from his
six children in need this year
Eagle Scout Project for trail improvements
• Received a $2,500 donation from Friendship
Automotive as part of their initiative to support
local law enforcement
• Purchased a new ﬁre truck to replace the
• Opened the Trails to Tails Dog Park
• Received a $1,000 grant from the Walmart
32-year-old model
• Completed the new playground at Crowe Park Foundation, which was used to purchase STEM
• Received a $16,600 grant from Dogwood
• Repaved the track at Summey Park and
materials for the Toddler Time Story program
Health Trust for life-saving equipment and a
completed the shelter at Callison Recreation
• Transitioned to a very successful curbside
$2,000 FM Global Fire Prevention Grant for ﬁre
Center with RHI Legacy Foundation grants
pickup program and Zoom story time
investigation materials, computers and cameras
• Integrated into the NC Cardinal Program
• Hosted numerous community blood drives
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
Did you know that our Public Works Department
starts getting ready for Christmas in September? It
takes a long time to turn our charming town into a
winter wonderland for the holiday season! A big
thank you to our crew for all of their hard work to
make Forest City look so beautiful and for
returning all of our decorations to the North Pole
for safekeeping until next year.

STAFF REPORT
NEW IN TOWN

• Cody Petty was hired as a Firefighter in the
Fire Department.
• Jeffrey Johnson was hired as a Meter
Technician in the Meter Department.

MOVIN’ ON UP

• Congratulations to Reid Guffey for his
promotion to Pump Maintenance Crew Leader.

DID YOU KNOW?
J|Co has expanded! Owner Jessica Phillips
recently opened J|Co Boutique after she
learned that she is having her first daughter.
J|Co Boutique offers kids’ and womens’ clothing
based around an urban street style. Check it out
inside the salon at 106 E. Main Street or online at
shopjcoboutique.com.

HAPPY TRAILS

• Congratulations to Pump Maintenance
Supervisor Allen Greene for his retirement
from the Public Works Department on January
1, 2021.
• Congratulations to Assistant Fire Chief Gregg
Tate for his retirement from the Fire
Department on January 1, 2021.

JOIN THE TEAM

• The Town of Forest City is accepting
applications for Police Officer.
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MERCHANT CORNER
Did you make a New Year’s resolution to be healthier? AMP Nutrition
can help you with that! AMP serves delicious meal replacement
shakes, snacks, energy drinks and much more. Owners Brandy and
Jennings can also help you with your fitness and nutrition goals. Stop
by 124 Park Square Monday-Friday from 7AM-2PM and Saturday from
10AM-1PM.
Bonus: check in on Facebook or Instagram and save �1 off a combo!

COUNCIL CONNECTION
JANUARY 11, 2021

• Travis Keever (Gould Killian CPA Group)
presented the FY 19-20 Audit Presentation.
• Council approved the rezoning of the Florence
Mill property to the CT district.
• Council approved the Town of Forest City’s
Emergency Paid Sick Leave Policy, which
extends the balance of any unused Emergency
Paid Sick Leave authorized under the FFCRA to
employees through March 31, 2021.
• Council reviewed the FY 21-22 Budget
Calendar.
Remember that you can watch the council
meetings live on our website!
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FEBRUARY FEATURES
IMPORTANT DATES
• Monday, 2/1 - Council Meeting
• Sunday, 2/7 - Super Bowl (Catch the game at
a local restaurant or grab takeout and watch
at home!)
• Sunday, 2/7 - National Fettuccine Alfredo
Day (Mario’s has some of the best!)
• Tuesday, 2/9 - National Pizza Day (Celebrate
with a slice from Louie’s Cafe!)
• Sunday, 2/14 - Valentine’s Day (No need to
go out of town when we have so many
restaurants and shops to treat that special
someone in your life to a nice day!)
• Monday, 2/15 - Council Meeting
• Wednesday, 2/17 - National Random Acts of
Kindness Day
• Saturday, 2/20 - National Cherry Pie Day
(Grab a slice - or two - from Pie Safe!)
• Monday, 2/24 - National Tortilla Chip Day
(Get some chips and salsa at El Michoacán,
Don Ramon, Mi Pueblito or La Loma - or all
four!)
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WEAR A MASK & PROTECT OUR HOMETOWNS

Rutherford County currently has one of the highest percentages of COVID-19
related deaths by population in NC. As of February 1, 2021 at 8AM, Rutherford
County has the 15th highest number of total COVID-19 related deaths (173), and
there are currently 6,241 positive COVID-19 cases.
It is critical that we wear masks that cover the mouth and nose when we are
around others, maintain a distance of at least six feet from others, wash and
sanitize our hands often and frequently clean/sanitize high contact areas.
Let’s take care of ourselves and each other.
@townofforestcity, @forestcityevents & @exploreforestcity
Twitter: @discover_fc & @explore_fc
Instagram: @discover_fc & @exploreforestcity
Website: townofforestcity.com & exploreforestcity.com

Facebook:

If you want to be featured in The Chimney Sweep, email courtneyashley@townofforestcity.com.
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